
COMMISSION MINUTES 
April 23, 2012 

 
Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this 
twenty-third day of April, 2012.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Gordon 
Topham, Gary Mason, and Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier 
County Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. 
Wall, Executive Administrator Malcolm Nash, and County Attorney Dale Eyre were also 
present. 
 
Commission business: 
Commissioner Ogden reported that he had met with representatives from the State Division of 
Forestry, Fire, and State Lands, Fire Warden Matt Christensen, and Sheriff Nathan Curtis 
concerning the fire plans being prepared for the County, and the work that will be done. 
 
Commissioner Ogden then reported that he had received a report on the Landfill Inspection that 
had been done by the State, noting that there are only a few minor issues that they would like the 
County to improve on.  He also stated that they are currently in the annual town cleanup free 
time from April 1st through May 15th, and that May 15th through June 15th would be free tire 
disposal. 
 
Commissioner Ogden then reviewed a letter with the Commission requesting a nomination for a 
Pioneer Heritage Award.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
Commissioner Ogden then discussed with the Commissioners a new land use group that has been 
organized from a few of the surrounding states.  The group would like the federal government to 
open up the federal lands for use for resources, etc.  Discussion followed concerning the different 
land use groups/lobbyists and which one the County should work with.  No action was taken at 
this time. 
 
Commissioner Topham updated the Commissioners on some property the County owns in 
Monroe that has several trees on it.  He is the process of getting bids to remove those trees, and 
has only received one bid back at this time.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
Commissioner Topham then reviewed a letter to the Commissioners from Ralph Jones 
expressing his appreciation for the Road Department in repairing the road and improving the 
entrance to this property south of Monroe.  
 
Commissioner Topham then reported on the Utah Association of Counties meetings, noting that 
at the meetings last week they were informed that the State would like a better accounting of the 
Beer Tax that is being sent to the Counties and how it is being used. 
 
Commissioner Topham then reported on his trip to Chicago to the Conference on Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse, stating he had gone there as a representative from the Central Utah 
Counseling Center.  He noted that some of the problems being faced nationwide, are also being 
faced here locally. 
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Malcolm Nash then reported that the restroom facility for the trailhead project at Big Rock 
Candy Mountain would be delivered tomorrow. 
 
Commissioner Mason reported that the Quitchupah Road project is officially under construction, 
and they will be working through this summer with a completion date of next summer. 
 
Commissioner Mason then reported that several organizations are asking that alcohol be allowed 
at the fairgrounds activities, and that there would be a meeting Thursday afternoon to discuss that 
with all interested parties. 
 
Minutes of April 9th Commission meeting approved: 
Minutes of the April 9th meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion by Commissioner 
Topham, second Commissioner Mason, unanimous. 
 
Mosquito Abatement Management Plan discussion: 
Commissioner Topham then reported he had been reviewing a draft Sevier County Mosquito 
Abatement Management Plan, and reviewing the requirements for the necessary permits and 
information from other programs and incorporated them into the plan.  He said there had been 
some question as to whether a 100 foot or 300 foot no spray zone would be preferred, and had 
left it at the 300 foot no spray zone.  He also discussed issues with the bee keepers and organic 
farming, and whether or not to spray around those areas if they request the County not to do that.  
He then noted that he had made some changes to the no-spray form that had been recommended 
by the County Attorney for those individuals or areas that did not want spraying done.  Mosquito 
Abatement Manager John Johnson reported that he is doing larvaciding throughout the County 
now, and also has traps set out to trap the mosquitoes so he can do live counts so that he can be 
aware of  problem areas.  Mr. Johnson noted that the State will come and do testing of the 
machines and setting the spray rate.  After further discussion, the Management Plan was taken 
under advisement to be reviewed by the Commissioners, who asked that the matter be placed on 
the next Commission Agenda. 
 
VOCA grant application signed: 
Shelly Haupt, Victim’s Advocate, reported to the Commissioners that she had applied for a new 
grant for the upcoming fiscal year, July 1, 2012, through June 30, 2013, noting that there were 
only minor changes from the current grant she is operating under, which included a slight 
increase in personnel costs, and benefit costs to match the County’s program at this time.  She 
noted that the grant had to be submitted, so she had asked Commissioner Gary Mason and 
County Attorney Dale Eyre to sign the grant.  After further discussion, Commissioner Topham 
moved to ratify Commissioner Mason’s signature on the grant application, second Commissioner 
Mason, unanimous. 
 
Rollback taxes abated for Richfield City airport project: 
The Commissioners then reviewed a request from Richfield City to waive the rollback taxes in 
the amount of $13,738.27 on property that had been purchased by the City from individuals and 
taken out of the greenbelt tax designation.  Assessor Amy Garren-Clark reported that there was 
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an additional $2,162.37 that needed to be added to that amount, bringing the total to $15,900.64.  
After discussion, Commissioner Topham moved to approve the request of Richfield City to abate 
the rollback taxes on the airport expansion properties in the amount of $15,900.64 noting that it 
was for a public purpose and taken by a tax exempt organization, second Commissioner Mason, 
unanimous. 
 
Wave Mobile contract approved for Special Events: 
Kevin Arrington, Special Events Director, then reviewed with the Commissioners a contract with 
Wave Mobile, SMS Marketing, that would set up a program to allow individuals that were 
interested in the events to opt in to a texting service that would inform people of the dates and 
times of the events.  He said the individuals could choose to be in at any time, and could choose 
to be out at any time.  Part of the agreement would be that the Company would not sell the 
telephone or text numbers that they received through this program.  Discussion followed 
concerning some possible options in the future of selling advertising, or being able to add some 
advertising on the texts to help pay for the service so that there would not be a cost to the 
County.   After further discussion, Commissioner Mason moved to approve the concept and the 
contract with Wave Mobile, second Commissioner Topham, unanimous.  No action was taken on 
whether or not to allow advertising on the texts.   
 
Business license approved for MD Brown LLC: 
A business license for Mark Destry Brown for MD Brown LLC, a trucking company, was 
reviewed, with the Commission noting that it had been reviewed and approved by Zoning 
Administrator Larry Hanson.  After review, the license for MD Brown, LLC, was approved at a 
fee of $100 per year on a motion by Commissioner Topham, second Commissioner Mason, 
unanimous. 
 
Claims for March approved: 
Claims for the month of March were reviewed and approved on a motion by Commissioner 
Mason, second Commissioner Topham,unanimous. 
 
Public Comments: 
Commissioner Ogden then opened the meeting for comments from the public.  Elaine Bonavita, 
Community Consultant from Salina, commented on the proposed Mosquito Abatement 
Management Plan.  Ms. Bonavita then expressed some additional ideas that she wants to be 
included in the no spray policy that she would like incorporated into the plan.  She expressed her 
desire that the County look at different types of sprays, specifically a different type of mosquito 
barrier that was garlic based.   
 
Public Hearing to consider Spotlight Ordinance: 
Commissioner Topham then moved to recess the regular meeting at 3:00 p.m. for a scheduled 
Public Hearing on the proposed spotlighting ordinance, second Commissioner Mason, 
unanimous.  Commissioner Ogden then opened the meeting for comments regarding the 
ordinance from the public.   
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Paul Neimeyer, representing the Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife, reported that the State is 
currently doing a study on deer herds in the Monroe Mountain area to try to improve the herds, 
and indicated that predators are currently hurting the herds in the area, as well as pheasants, etc.  
He said that the Organization is supporting the passing of the ordinance allowing them to hunt at 
night and spot the predators, as the predators are easier to hunt at night rather than during the 
day.  He also indicated that the organization is looking to purchase and release approximately 
3,000 pheasants in the valley over the next couple of years, and discussed the possible funding 
sources for that project.  Mr. Neimeyer then submitted several written comments in support of 
the proposed ordinance. 
 
Jake Albrecht discussed with the Commissioners what the State is doing from legislation that 
was passed, and the different funding which would be incorporated in the study being done on 
the herds. 
 
DeLoss Christensen indicated support for the spotlight ordinance.  He also recommended that the 
County not change their program on the Coyote Bounty, that they continue it countywide and 
allow the new program being done by the State to target specific areas to see what difference that 
would make.  
 
Miriam Phelps, Monroe, explained her opposition to the spotlight ordinance noting that as a 
property owner in the area over the last 30 years she has had trouble trying to keep hunters from 
doing what they shouldn’t do on her property.  She felt that if they allow spotlighting and 
hunting at night, that there is a possibility of them killing pets or poaching more deer, etc.  Ms. 
Phelps did not agree with allowing individuals to shoot in the dark because the bullets will go 
further than the light does, and she is afraid that they will hit homes, livestock, etc. 
 
Charles Billingsley, Central Valley, reported that he had been involved with law enforcement 
and predator control for several years in Arizona, and he also opposed the spotlight ordinance 
indicating it would make it easier and more convenient for poachers, etc.  and did not feel that 
the ordinance was necessary.   
 
Commissioner Mason then moved to close the public hearing at 3:20 p.m. and reconvene the 
regular meeting, second Commissioner Topham, unanimous.  No further action was taken at this 
time.  The Commission asked that the matter be placed on the next Commission agenda. 
 
Roadway property to be transferred to Monroe City: 
The Commissioners then reviewed with County Attorney Dale Eyre, transferring property owned 
by the County to Monroe City.  The property is a narrow strip of land that the County previously 
obtained for a roadway, that has since been annexed into Monroe City, and is needed by the City 
to improve the roadway.  After discussion, Commissioner Topham moved to authorize the 
County Attorney to review the request and determine the best way to transfer the property to 
Monroe City, second Commissioner Mason, unanimous. 
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Fee Ordinance to be revised: 
Commissioner Mason then discussed with the Commissioners a change in the stall rental and 
track fees at the Sevier County Fairgrounds.  He indicated that currently the fees are at $30 per 
month for stall rental, and $30 per month for the track fee.  Several of the horsemen have 
indicated that they could get more horses here to be trained if some adjustments were made to 
the fees.  The Fairgrounds Board has made the recommendation that we leave the stall rental fees 
at $30 per month, but reduce the track fee to $20 per month, or if they are boarding horses at the 
Fairgrounds to $10 per month.  Commissioner Mason then moved to accept the recommendation 
of the Fair Board and alter the fees immediately, second Commissioner Topham.  Discussion 
then followed concerning whether or not the fees could be changed because they had been 
incorporated into an ordinance, and whether or not there had to be a public hearing before the 
ordinance could be changed.  County Attorney Dale Eyre indicated that there should be a public 
hearing to change the ordinance, and that possibly the Commissioners could look at changing the 
ordinance so that it did not include the fees, but referred to a fee schedule so that the fees could 
be changed more readily.  Commissioner Mason then withdrew his motion, and requested that 
the process be followed to get the ordinance changed. 
 
Tax Settlement Agreement with Deseret Generation approved: 
County Attorney Dale Eyre then reviewed with the Commissioners a notice he had received on a 
tax appeal from Deseret Generation to the Tax Commission and several counties that had been 
settled.  He said that Sevier County has very little property of Deseret Generation, approximately 
$50 worth of tax for the year of the appeal.  He said that the County would not get the $50 for the 
year of the appeal.  County Attorney Eyre then said that the terms of the settlement include that 
the information is to remain confidential, but that he would try to negotiate the removal of that 
confidentiality agreement for Sevier County.  After discussion, Commissioner Mason moved to 
accept the terms of the settlement, and authorize the County Attorney to try to negotiate out the 
confidentiality portion of the settlement, second Commissioner Topham, unanimous. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
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